Clinical remission criteria for epithelial carcinoma of the ovary.
After primary cytoreductive surgery 188 patients with epithelial ovarian cancer were treated with combination chemotherapy between 1986 and 1989 in the Tokai Ovarian Tumor Study Group. Clinical remission criteria were set in this study and patients were examined to determine if they were in remission or not. Forty-seven cases (25%) had no remission and 85.9% of them died within 20 months after primary surgery. Fifty-seven cases (30.3%) had a remission and a subsequent recurrence. Eighty-four cases (44.7%) had no recurrence and all are currently alive. Independent remission factors by multivariate analysis were higher stage (P = 0.018), clear-cell carcinoma (P = 0.0048), larger maximum residual tumor (P = 0.0023), and PVB therapy (P = 0.026). Independent recurrence factors were higher stage (P = 0.0012), serous cystadenocarcinoma (P = 0.0001), clear-cell carcinoma (P = 0.00409), and PVB therapy (P = 0.0499). A significantly high remission rate and low recurrence rate was achieved using PVB therapy. This criteria has value for the treatment of epithelial ovarian carcinoma. The disease-free survival rate after clinical remission was the same as that after a negative second-look laparotomy, which implies that a second-look laparotomy may be unnecessary in the management of epithelial carcinoma of the ovary.